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Andrew  Sangalang, Pre-Counsell ing st udent  com plet ed t heir  Service-Learning placem ent  at  Place 

Mail lardvil le Societ y in t he Af t er -School Program  and t he YMCA Childcare Resource and Refer ral 

Cent re - Ear ly Years Program .

Responsibil i t ies included supervising and engaging w it h yout h in act ivit ies and gam es (Video 

Gam es, Foosball, Ping Pong, Chess, and board gam es) and set t ing up and facil i t at ing m orning play 

t im e w it h t oddlers. This oppor t unit y of  work ing w it h m ult iple age groups helped Andrew  adapt  and 

adjust  t o t he diverse environm ent s.

From  t hese exper iences, Andrew  ref lect ed on t he im por t ance of  connect ion and fost er ing a posit ive 

environm ent  for  children. A highlight  for  Andrew  was receiving feedback  f rom  one of  t he 

par t icipant s: ?I have never  had so m uch fun playing Super  Sm ash Brot hers w it h Andrew.?

As a result , Andrew ?s career  aspirat ions were solidif ied t o pursue a career  in this f ield as a "Geek 
Therapist" that utilizes elements of popular culture (comic books, movies, toys, and video games) in 
therapy to increase social connections and improve mental or physical health within clients.
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